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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION - PARTICIPATION OF LATIN 
AMERICAN MEMBERS 

1. THE TWENTY- NINTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS HAS ENTERED THE 
FIFTH WEEK OF ITS SIX- WEEK SESSION. THROUGHOUT THIS 
PERIOD THE SEAT OF NICARAGUA HAS REMAINED VACANT, 

WHILE THAT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAS BEEN OCCUPIED 
DURING ONE MEETING. AT THIS MEETING, THE DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC CAST THE SECOND NEGATIVE VOTE ( IN COMPANY WITH 
THE U. S.) AGAINST THE RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ISRAELI 
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN MIDDLE EAST OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES. 

2. OF THE REMAINING LATIN AMERICAN MEMBERS ON THE 
COMMISSION ( CHILE, ECUADOR, MEXICO AND VENEZUELA) ONLY 
CHILE ( DIAZ- CASANUEVA) HAS PLAYED A LEADING PART IN 

THE DISCUSSIONS AND IN PROPOSING RESOLUTIONS DURING 
PRESENT SESSION. 

3. USDEL REGARDS DIMINISHED ACTIVITY AND INFLUENCE OF 

LA MEMBERS AS UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENT WHICH USG SHOULD 
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ATTEMPT TO COUNTER. WHILE SOME OF THE PROBLEM RELATES 
TO THE IDENTITY AND PERSONALITY OF THE DELEGATES WHO 
ATTEND, WE REGARD TOTAL NON- PARTICIPATION NICARAGUA AND 
COMINICAN REPUBLIC AS ESPECIALLY DEPLORABBLE EVIDENCE OF 
DISINTEREST WHICH WE HOPE CAN BE CORRECTED. BOTH 
GOVERNMENTS ARE NEWLY ELECTED MEMBERS SERVING THE FIRST 
YEAR OF THREE- YEAR TERMS. 

4. USDEL RECOMMENDS THAT EMBASSIES INFO POST BE 
AUTHORIZED TAKE UP MATTER WITH HOST GOVTS, STRESSING NEED 
FOR INCREASED INTEREST AND ATTENTIO TO COMMISSION TO WHICH THEY 
SOUGHT ELECTION AND SUGGESTING DESPATCH OF REPRESENTATIVES TO 
TAKE PART IN REMAINDER PRESENT SESSION. RIMESTAD 
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